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("John the Englishman") of Montpellier. She then provides a 
lengthy paraphrase of the treatise, into which she interpolates 
her own critical observations. There follows an equally thorough 
analysis of the Geometr ie Due... ,  together with a discussion of 
the relationships among the MSS of both treatises. 
The texts of the two treatises and their critical apparatus 
are reproduced from typescript, unlike the introduction, which is 
printed. Each page of this second section is divided into two 
parts, a few lines of the Latin text followed by the accompanying 
apparatus criticus; but the bottom third to half of the page is 
blank, and those readers who agree with Spinoza that Natura 
abhorret vacuum will regret that this space was not filled up 
with useful material, perhaps a literal translation that would 
have made the section of some value to those who, though inter- 
ested in medieval science, are less than proficient in Latin. 
Or, alternatively, a commentary directed to less experienced 
readers might have turned this empty space into an occasion for 
increasing the audience of the book. Medieval Mensurat ion will 
be of interest to readers concerned about the practical applica- 
tions of elementary geometry in the High Middle Ages, but such 
readers must both know Latin and be competent in the arcana of 
textual criticism. 
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This book is an impressively complete summary of the histor- 
ical development of geometry from ancient to modern times. 
Mainzer has done an effective job of presenting the broad sweep 
of geometrical development buttressed by lucid treatments of a 
number of specific well-chosen problems, solutions, and theorems. 
The material would be accessible to students who have had a basic 
introduction to college mathematics. 
The book is divided into six chapters: Egyptian and Babylo- 
nian Geometry, Greek Geometry, Indo-Arabic Algebra and Applied 
Geometry, Geometry in the 17th and 18th centuries, Geometry in 
the 19th Century, and a glance at Geometry in the 20th century. 
These chapters, which vary in length, are divided and subdivided 
into sections organized according to mathematical criteria more 
than historical or cultural ones. Thus, for example, the chapter 
on the 17th and 18th centuries is divided into sections covering 
Analytic Geometry, Synthetic and Descriptive Geometry, Discussion 
of the Parallel Postulate, Geometry and Space Perception according 
to Kant. Each chapter is followed by bibliographic notes and 
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there is an extensive bibliography at the end. The emphasis is 
on German and French works; English works, both primary and sec- 
ondary, are rather scantily represented. 
Mainzer sees the value of the history of mathematics to lie 
in increasing mathematicians' acquaintance with potential ly fe- 
cund problems and solutions, and in showing interrelations among 
fields which can help them transcend presently imposed boundaries 
of specialization. For those who want to search the historical 
record for suggestive mathematical material his book can serve as 
a jumping off place, pointing the way to more detailed material 
which might prove of interest. With respect to his second goal, 
of suggesting interrelations among specialized mathematical fields, 
his book is also valuable. Under this second goal, he also in- 
cluded a desire to show cultural and philosophical interactions, 
but here he is at times weak. Thus, for example, he totally 
dismisses the British development of geometry after Newton as 
stagnant, without considering the issues raised by Berkeley's 
Analyst or the development of Scottish geometry. His problems 
with integrating broader intellectual issues into his conception 
of geometrical development can also be seen in his isolating 
Kant's work in his chapter on the 17th and 18th centuries, rather 
than considering the ways the philosophy can be seen to shine 
through the mathematics. 
Overall, however, the book is more impressive for its success 
in recognizing issues and pointing to further reading than for its 
failures. It would serve nicely as a first guide to the history 
of geometry for the interested layman, or as a basic text for a 
college course in the history of geometry. 
